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CRITICISM OF KARELO-FINN.SH CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS INDUSTRY

In line with the contemplated increases to be made in construction
materials in the USSR during the new Five-Year Plan, the Karelo-Finnish SSR
construction materials industry must produce over 2.6 times more brick and
1.7 times more lime.

The capacity of existing brick plants must be increased 2.5 times over
that of 1950. The Sulazh-Gora and Letnerechenskiy brick plants must increase
their capacities 3 and 4.3 times, respectively, over their 1950 capacities.
In 1952, the Sulazh-Gora plant hed already increased its capacity by 76 per-
cent over 1950.

The brick plants have started producing perforated blocks. In 1953,
production of these blocks will be 12 percent of the amount. of fire brick
produced. The Leotnerechenskiy plant is also establishking a special shop
for producing roofing tile.

Lime production is being increased by increasing the productive capacity i
of existing lime plants. Serious attention will be given especially to the d
;. production of carbonaceocus lime, which has been highly appraised for use
. during the winter months. Construction will scon be completed on the Letnere-
S chenskily Powdered Lime Plant, which will also have a shop for manufacturing
building front facing terrazzo.

“he production of stone will be expanded bty reconstructing the present
stone excavating developments end increasing their capacity threefold. A
stone-crushing plant and a quartz, marble, and granite-processing plant will
also be built in the republic. The latter plant's finished products will be
easily transportable by both rail and water to the republic's building projects
as well as to points outside the Karelo-Finnish SSR.
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In 1951-52, clay extraction and delivery to the plants was completely
mechanized., In 1953, drilling and blasting operations in the mining and non-
metallic minerals industry will also be meshanized. Stone dressing by pneu-
matic means is also being mastered. The Sulazh-Gora and Letnerechenskiy
brick plants are installing presses whose capacity 1s four times greater than
that of present machines. These two plants are also installing special pneu-
matic removers for mechanically moving the raw brick from the press. In the
1953 second half-year period, the Suiazh-Gora plant will start using containers
to haul brick. .

However, the increasing demands made by the repudlic's economy not only
require that present plants increase their capacity but that new plants be
built in the area of the raw material. Construction has already been started
on a brick plant in Olopets which will manufacture common brick, tile, and
sewer pipes. A silicate brick plant will te built in Petrozsvodsk on the
8ite of the Sulazh-Gora Sand Pits, and a brick plant will be built in Kem. A
lime plant will also be built in the republic.

One of the rzasons for the poor operations of the building materials in-
dustry of the Karelo-Finnish SSR ls due to goor utilization of equipment. In
1952, press output of brick in plants subordinate to the Ministry of Construc-
tion Materials Industry Karelo-Finnizh SSR was 86 percent of designed output.
Presses have been 1dle for considerable periode. An additional 7 million
bricks could be produced 1f thie idleness were eliminated. At the Sulazh-Gora
Brick Plant, the lesding and largest enterprise of the Ministry of Construction
Materials Indusiry Karelo-¥innish SSR, presses were idle for 143 shifts in 1952.
The considerable idleness 1s due to the lack of pecessary spare perts to re-
place the rapidly worn-out parts.

The construction materials :ndustry, and especlally the brick industry
is not operating uniformly during any monthly period. The brick plants of
the republic produce 45 per-ent of their output in the last 10 days of the
month, which causes a considerable amount of rejected brick. For instance,
in 1952 rejected work at the Sulazh.Gora plant exceeded the amount expected
by 86 percent.

A serious obetacle to pormal plant operatlons 15 the presence of so-
called "tight spots" or bottilenerke. Freszes at the Sulazh-Cora plant are
held up in their output of ruw brick by che 1ncapacity of the dry sheds to
handle the raw product. Hovever, up to Marca 1953 nothing has been done to
eliminate this bottlenack. Also, in & number of plants, esvecially the Sulazh-
Gora and Letnerechenskiy brick plants, competition is organized only formelly.

A great deal of the blame for the poor operations of the construction
materials indusiry liec on the Ministry of Construction Materials Industry
Karelo-Finnish SSR. The ministry continues to direct 1ts subordinate enter-
prises unsatisfactorily and doee not 1n<rease tne responsibilities of the
plant managers sufficilently for fulfilling plant quotas. -- T. Vakul'kin,
Minister, Ministry of Construction Materials Trndustry Kare<lo-Finnish SSR
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